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Welcome

Going green — hard work in the
transport sector never stops

busy, but strange, year. In October, the eyes

of the world were on Glasgow for COP26 as
debates were had over how to reduce levels of
COg2, improve sustainability and, ultimately, help
the planet. Within the transport sector, there
have been huge strides forward such as ever-
increasingly stringent emissions targets from all
the way back to Euro | to today’s Euro VI.

But the hard work never stops and within this
issue of The Standard there are many examples
of how the transport sector continues to push
greener boundaries. There’s the announcement
from Bridgestone and Michelin — two giants from
the world of tyres — for example. The duo stressed
their commitment to examining the use of tyre
materials, with the intention of ensuring improved
material circularity.

Then there is a focus on HVO — or hydrotreated
vegetable oil — as an alternative to diesel. The
heavy truck market isn’t as advanced as the van
or passenger car segments, but the use of HVO is
expected to appeal to a number of operators who
are looking to reduce their carbon footprint and be
seen to doing their bit for the environment. Major

I t's been a long few months — at the end of a

Inside

manufacturers such as Mercedes-Benz and DAF
are already keen advocates and many others are
expected to follow suit.

Moving on, another form of efficiency
improvements comes in the form of longer semi-
trailers. These big units have been on trial for
nearly a decade, but finally their use on UK roads
has been given the green light. With up to 15
per cent extra capacity, longer semi-trailers offer
operators a great opportunity to make emissions
savings and efficiency improvements. Research
has revealed that between 2012 and 2019, nearly
50,000 tonnes of CO2 has been cut through the
use of longer trailers, so the potential for big
breakthroughs is very clear.

Back to electric vehicles — FORS Gold-
accredited Speedy is one operator that has
embraced them on its
fleet. For more details
about that — and a more in-
depth look at the company
— turn to page 28.

Enjoy the issue.
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News

Safety device demand on the increase

ew rules added to The
Highway Code, as well
as pending updates to

London’s Direct Vision Standard
regulations, will result in greater
demand for vehicle safety
devices. That’s the message
from Brigade Electronics, which
believes that The Highway
Code updates will see the
introduction of a ‘hierarchy of
road users’.

As a result, it means those
who are most likely to be
seriously harmed —i.e.
pedestrians and cyclists — will
have greater priority over other
road users. Truck drivers will
be ranked at the lowest level
and, therefore, will have the
greatest responsibility towards
other road users and are more
likely to take the blame in the

Pedestrians and cycli
road users

event of an incident. Changes to
the rules include drivers being
told they must not cut across
cyclists when going straight
ahead, turning into a junction,
changing direction or changing
lane — making the requirement
for vehicle cameras, sensors
and alerts on lorries to eliminate

sts will have greater priority over other

blind spots and prevent
incidents even more important.

“The introduction of The
Highway Code’s road user
hierarchy is putting even more
pressure on fleet operators, who
are already facing severe driver
shortages and desperately
trying to attract new talent

with bigger salaries and more
appealing benefits packages,”
said Emily Hardy, Road Safety
Expert, Brigade Electronics UK.
“However, safety still remains

a top priority and The Highway
Code hierarchy will now
reinforce this.

“Even if you are not driving in
Greater London, the approved
solutions for the Direct Vision
Standard, along with other
industry accreditations, such as
FORS and CLOCS, are ideal
templates for mitigating the risks
of collisions,” added Hardy.

“Fitting safety devices and
vehicle CCTV to a fleet will
provide peace of mind for
drivers in the wake of the
changing regulations and allow
them to operate their vehicles
with more confidence.”

RIGHT:
Fastview360
says its system
overcomes the
risk of having
faulty camera
systems

Scammell Commercial Ltd

Vehicle Hire

Municipal vehicle hire specialists with an up-to-date and Direct Vision Standard-compliant fleet that includes: hook and skip
loaders; domestic and trade waste vehicles from 7.5t to 26t; RELs from 26t to 32t; ejector trailers; cage tippers and 6x2 and

6x4 tractor units with wet packs.

Scammell Commercial Ltd is a FORS Associate and all vehicles are maintained in the company’s workshop and meet Crossrail
specification requirements. Covering the South East of England, the depot is five minutes from the Dartford Crossing.
A delivery and collection service is available upon request

T: 01375 398444 F: 01375398555 E:enquiries@scammelicommercial.co.uk
www.scammelicommercialitd.co.uk
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Latest Fastview360
fleet solution

An online platform that lets users live view, track and
monitor fleets has been introduced by Fastview360.
AutoCMS — Centralised Management System —
claims to help operators reduce the number of apps

and logins they use by having
all fleet operations on one
online platform.

Fastview360 says its system
overcomes the risk of having
faulty camera systems and
gives peace of mind that
there will be a constant feed
that is recorded. The fully-
managed system means
that any recording issues
can be resolved remotely by
Fastview’s support team and
via relevant updates or remote
setting options. If a remote fix
is not possible, an engineer
visit can be booked to fix the
problem.

AutoCMS allows users to
access support to operate
the platform with the addition
of AutoCMS Investigation
Services, who can find the
footage.

MCIE&

Transport Consultancy & Driver CPC Training
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News

Bridgestone and Michelin commit to sustainable mobility

Bridgestone & Michelin:

A Call to Action from

ASTRA

VEHICLE TECHNOLOGIES LTD

1 )
Blind Spots in Heavy Goods
and Construction vehicles

Astra ClearView - low level passenger door
windows help to improve direct vision by reducing
the blind spot area, whilst maintaining full
operation of the electric side window.
Ti= INS

QU o ;_i

PLUG IN
IVECcO DAILY 3.5T 10 7.2T "
INTELLIGENT Electric Vehicle is always connected. I'Q:) ‘
Performance data and smart monitoring can be viewed
via Android app or FMS Windows application.
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Also available as
a Plug-In Hybrid
(PHEV)

Talk to the experts: +44 (0)151 348 5777
sales@astra-vt.com / astra-vt.com 1 ¥ @

FIRST CALL FOR SPECIALIST VEHICLE ENGINEERING
(CHASSIS MODIFICATION & VEHICLE CONVERSIONS)
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shared perspective on the use of materials
Ahas been given by Bridgestone Corporation
and Michelin Group, a FORS Associate. The
duo have given a presentation on how to increase the
utilisation of recovered carbon black material in tyres.
The news comes as it is revealed that an estimated
one billion tyres around the world reach the end
of their useful service life every year. While many
technical challenges around the use of recycled
and recovered materials from tyres are understood,
barriers remain when it comes to achieving material

circularity — certainly at the
scale necessary to realise
a more sustainable mobility
ecosystem.

For example today, less than
one per cent of all carbon
black material used globally
in new tyre production comes
from recycled end-of-life tyres,
due to a weak supply pipeline
for the recovery and reuse of
carbon black.

“Increasing use of recovered
carbon black in tyres is critical
to achieving Bridgestone’s
vision for sustainable mobility,”
said Jake Ransholt, Vice
President of Strategy and
Transformation, Bridgestone
Europe, Middle East, India and
Africa. “Together with Michelin
and other stakeholders, we can
generate critical momentum
on this important initiative and
advance our efforts to reduce
CO2 emissions and manufacture
products from fully renewable
and sustainable materials.”

Sander Vermeulen, Vice
President, End-Of-Life Rubber
Products Recycling Business,
Michelin, was equally as
enthusiastic about the tie-
up. “For years discussions
have been ongoing about
the different constraints and
hurdles that were preventing
the rubber industry to adopt
recycled and or recovered
raw materials in significant
quantities,” he said.

“We felt it was the time to
stop discussing and actively
contribute to finding solutions
that would enable the rubber
industry as a whole to become
more circular.”

Electric refuse vehicle conversion for Islington Council
;{,i*-'lﬁhu A

efuse Vehicle Solutions
(RVS) has delivered
the world’s first-ever

refurbished and repowered twin
pack refuse vehicle to Islington
Council.

The formerly diesel Dennis
Elite 6 vehicle features a Dennis
Olympus twin pack body and
is one of many trucks that
will be retrofitted with electric
capabilities as part of Islington
Council’s response to climate
change.

“The climate emergency is
a pressing issue and it’s clear
that urgent action is needed to
ensure that present and future
generations can live healthy,
independent lives,” said CllIr
Rowena Champion, Islington
Council's Executive Member for
Environment and Transport.

“That is why the council has
worked tirelessly to create a

cleaner, greener, healthier
borough. The ongoing
electrification of our fleet

is a key aspect of our
ambitions to create a net
zero carbon borough by the
year 2030,” she added.

“The unveiling of
Islington’s first retrofitted
electric vehicle is a
symbol of our innovative,
forward-thinking approach
to tackling the climate
emergency. We have been
able to work positively
with Refuse Vehicle Solutions
on this project, which will help
bring cleaner air to Islington’s
streets”.

With projects such as the
retrofitted refuse vehicle, RVS
is attempting to change the
transport industry’s perception
of what an electric vehicle can
do. “Our technology is the

only solution on the market
today that enables operators
to convert their existing fleet
into an all-electric fleet without
sacrificing performance or
safety,” claims Spencer Law,
Managing Director, RVS.

The company offers an
advanced battery pack system
that is designed specifically

for the needs of these types

of vehicle. As aresult, itis a
product that helps fleets reduce
their carbon footprint.

The average lifespan of refuse
vehicles is just 5-7 years and
RVS has been able to help
fleets run better and more
efficiently than those with brand
new models.

FORS

Operator Licence Awareness/Transport Manager Refresher
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Benefits of joining the scheme:
Less roadside stops v/

Less likely to have DVSA enforcement
staff visit your premises

Be an exemplary operator, and be able
to prove this when you bid for contracts

Traffic Commissioner encouraged

No membership fee v/

(including HS2) v/

Web: www.viptmc.co.uk Tel: 0333 301 0900 Email: info@viptmc.co.uk
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News

~

30° Xtra Vision
To See Thru Pillar
Truck Nearside

S—— - -

New free FORS toolkit now available

ORS members have also addresses
F access to a new free common

toolkit after an Anti-ldling misconceptions
and Congestion-Cutting guide through a

was introduced by FORS. series of myth

Within the toolkit, there is a busters.
separate driver guide, posters Awareness
and the toolbox talk. of the

The talk offers practical advice  environment
to help FORS operators reduce is one of the

engine idling and minimise core values
congestion. of the FORS
Aimed at truck, van and PCV Standard. As
operators, the manager toolkit a result, the
provides advice on procuring new FORS
different types of technology Professional
and developing campaigns. In Anti-ldling and
addition, there is help on how Congestion- The talk offers practical advice to help FORS operators reduce engine idling What's
to introduce an anti-idling and Cutting and minimise congestion i dden?
congestion-cutting policy, as toolkit will SasEians
well as briefings for drivers. also help operators meet the and support they need to get emissions and saving on fuel
Tips on vehicle fitness, fuel, emissions and air quality the most from their fleet,” said costs, the FORS Professional
routing and planning, reducing requirements. John Hix, FORS Director. “With  Anti-ldling and Congestion-
idling and fuel saving are also “We are always looking to give  many operators looking at Cutting toolkit will prove a
included in the driver guide. It FORS members the guidance ways of reducing their fleet’s valuable resource.”

INSURANCE SOLUTIONS

The Construction And Haulage

Insurance Specialists Truck Lens

* In-house claims management Extra 30° Forward Vision

- Bespoke industry policy wording B 2L

- Full risk management review : - — Truck DVS ‘peeper’ window with press-fit lens uncovers pillar view
» Allocated account management
» Exclusive market access

Split-second, ‘direct lens view’ reaction time avoids accidents

Proven KSI reduction from truck blind-spots and sideswipes
Website:

amicus-insurance.co.uk 2 —_— Non-electronic, fail-safe back-up lens avoids downtime

Email: s . Fikgs | fidam Scott Fresnel lens stops vulnerable road user accidents
enquiries@amicus-insurance.com i . Y 07590 034 944

adam scott@amicus-insurance.com

S - ; : Just press-fit adhesive lens to truck window

T o g .. Darren Judd
: \ccount irector {..,
- B e acrvuic Lens [l ] pve ens ()

darrenjudd@amicus-insurance.com
www.lens-tech.com
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News

All-round protection for
vehicles and surroundings

arksafe has launched a high definition 360° bird’s eye
camera system that monitors vehicles and the vulnerable

road users around them. The camera system consists of
four ultra wide angle HD cameras, which are mounted to each
side of the vehicle. The images from the four cameras are stitched
together, resulting in the bird’s eye view.

Unlike conventional four-camera set-ups, hazards are not

missed with Parksafe’s latest offering. As a result, actions such
as manoeuvring a vehicle in tight spaces is made easier and the
system eliminates any blind spots that present potential issues for
drivers and pedestrians.

SENTINELSYSTEMS

SPECIALISTS IN VEHICLE SAFETY

I Order today our latest High Definition

Camera Systems. Our system kits are packed
- with up to date technology equipment and
: can be fitted by our experienced trained
- technicians at your location.

: I Why not enhance your system to add all
. round vision cameras and video recording
. together with iCloud hosted Sentry Live View
for instantaneous camera pictures.

I Leading the way in protecting vulnerable
- road users

Contact our sales team on: 1: 01285 771333 E: sales@sentinelsystems.co.uk www.sentinelsystems.co.uk
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NEW GENERATION DAF

Number One In
every aspect

The New Generation DAF XF, XG and XG+ set a new standard in efficiency,
safety and driver comfort. That is why they have been awarded ‘International
Truck of the Year 2022".

Visit startthefuture.com and discover why these game-changing trucks are the
Number One in every aspect.

A PACCAR COMPANY DRIVEN BY QUALITY

INTERNATIONAL
TRUCK OF THE YEAR

XF X6G X6G
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Alternative fuels

Clean deviations from

diesel

With COP26 all over the news recently,
environmental concerns are at the
forefront of a lot of people’'s minds.

Steve Banner looks at one way operators
could become more ‘green’

ransport operators agonising over how best
Tto reduce the impact of their trucks on the

environment may be unaware that there is
a simple step they can take today that will cut their
COz2 output and reduce harmful tailpipe emissions.
It does not involve switching to radically-different
and eye-wateringly-expensive technology, or having
the ranges of their trucks compromised — or making
a massive investment in new refuelling facilities at
their depots.

All they have to do is stop using conventional
diesel immediately and switch to HVO —
hydrotreated vegetable oil — instead. Classed as a
paraffinic diesel, it is made from renewable waste
materials such as vegetable and animal fats and
can cut well-to-wheel CO2 emissions by up to 90 per
cent or more, claim its advocates.

Running trucks on HVO can reduce a truck’s NOx
emissions by up to 29 per cent, contends Green
Biofuels CEO, William Tebbit. His Andover, Hants-
based company supplies the fuel under the Green
D+ banner.

“Its use undoubtedly leads to improved air quality,”
he states. “Particulates come down by up to 85 per
cent and here I'm especially thinking about what
are known as superfine particulates. They are not
caught by a truck’s particulate filter and can pass
through your skin and get into your bloodstream.

“Tailpipe CO2 emissions are down by five to six per
cent too,” adds Tebbit.

How to make HVO
HVO can either be used on its own or mixed with

ordinary diesel in a haulier’s bulk tank — no special
storage arrangements are required — or a truck’s
running tanks. “It's what is sometimes referred to as
a drop-in fuel. It's more stable than ordinary diesel,
with a low water content,” says Phil Moon, Marketing
Manager at DAF UK.

“It doesn’t smell, it's not carcinogenic — and, if it
gets into the ground, it biodegrades in 52 days. It
burns very cleanly and produces no smoke at all,’
reasons Tebbit.

“Another advantage is that because it produces
less NOx, the truck consumes around 20 per cent
less AdBlue. One leading bakery company’s fleet
has covered around 30 million miles on HVO and
reported no problems with it.”

Moon says things have changed a lot in a short
space of time. “Go back a couple of years and there
was certainly a lack of awareness, but a number
of operators have now gone over to it completely,”
he states. “In other cases they are using it in trucks
running out of just one of their depots so they can
assess its performance.”

No major changes needed

Vehicles that run on it do not require any additional
servicing, he says, and filters do not require
replacing more frequently. “If anything you’ll probably
be able to extend your service intervals subject to
the manufacturer’s agreement,” adds Tebbit.

Changing to HVO has zero impact on a truck’s
second-hand value, Moon adds. If you subsequently
decide for whatever reason that HVO is no longer for
you, then you can easily revert back to fossil diesel.

“There is no difference in performance between the
two,” says Tebbit.

HVO'’s use is now widely approved by truck
manufacturers. “All our Euro VI engines are certified
to run on it and it is suitable for winter use,” says
Oliver Soell, Head of Product at Mercedes-Benz
Trucks UK. “There are no changes to service
intervals and no change to service life.”

Meanwhile, Moon says that all current DAF
engines can operate on it. He believes transport
companies should give it serious consideration.
“Let’s suppose you run a truck that covers 100,000
miles annually at an average 10mpg, which means
it burns 10,000 gallons/45,400 litres of fossil diesel
a year,” he observes. “This means it emits 121.6
tonnes of CO2 yearly; but if you switch to HVO you
can cut that figure by 109.5 tonnes.”

Things to consider

Drawbacks to HVO? “It's around 10 to 12 per cent
more expensive than standard diesel,” says Tebbit.
Also, it's not available at service stations. Green
Biofuels can arrange for Green D+ to be delivered in
bulk to hauliers’ premises however — “we can deliver
up to 38,000 litres at a time,” says Tebbit — and can
offer businesses an environmentally-friendly bulk
tank to hold it if they do not already have one.

Several well-known oil distributors are starting to
supply HVO, says Moon, so it is starting to move
away from being a slightly-exotic fuel to one that
is rapidly becoming more mainstream. “If you buy
HVO in bulk then it could work out cheaper than
buying ordinary diesel at a forecourt,” he adds — and

the pump price of fossil diesel has of course been
rising steeply.

Some vehicle makers remain cautious about
HVO'’s use. For the avoidance of any doubt, any
light commercial fleet contemplating introducing it
should get written approval from the manufacturer
or manufacturers concerned to ensure warranties
are not invalidated.

Somewhat surprisingly, HVO is subject to the
same rate of duty and VAT as conventional diesel,
despite its green credentials. “That does seem a bit
daft given that it's not a fossil fuel,” remarks Tebbit.

He is not arguing for the rate to be changed,
however. Instead, he is suggesting that hauliers
who use HVO should be entitled to claim a rebate
from HM Customs and Inland Revenue that is
equivalent to the difference between the price of
HVO and the price of fossil diesel.

“So if the former is 10p a litre more, then users
should be able to get that 10p back,” he suggests.
Even with the price premium it attracts, HVO is
growing in popularity. “Our sales are doubling
annually,” he says. “We supplied 50 million litres in
our last financial year and that should rise to 100
million litres in our current one.”

While that is undoubtedly laudable, it has to be
viewed in the context of the whopping 34 billion
litres of fossil diesel the UK consumes annually.

Sustainable supply chain

The HVO that Green Biofuels sells is shipped over
from mainland Europe. “It comes from refineries
in Finland, the Netherlands and Italy and is made

Trucks that run on HVO
do not require any
additional servicing
and filters do not
require replacing more
frequently

>
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P> from feed stocks that include
tallow, used cooking oil, fish oil
and all kinds of organic matter,”
Tebbit says. “That means it's

sustainable.”

Finnish group Neste is a leading
producer of HVO and markets it
under the Neste MY Renewable
Diesel banner. Further emission
reduction benefits it cites include
hydrocarbons down by 30 per
cent and carbon monoxide down

by 24 per cent.

Other European producers

Finnish group Neste
is a leading producer
of HVO and markets
it under the Neste MY
Renewable Diesel
banner

EN15940.

include Eni, Repsol and
TotalEnergies. All HVO has to
be made to the same standard —

Mercedes-Benz

Moon admits that DAF isn’t saying HVO is a
forever fuel. However, it can deliver immediate

environmental benefits
until zero-emission
battery-electric and
hydrogen fuel cell
trucks become firmly
established.

HVO is not the only
drop-in EN15940-
compliant paraffinic
diesel available.
GTL is a potential
alternative.

The initials stand
for gas to liquid and

HVO'’s use is now widely approved by truck manufacturers such as

its use can cut particulates by up to 50 per cent
and NOx by as much as 37 per cent compared with
mainstream diesel, according to Certas Energy.

Its product portfolio includes Shell GTL, which it
distributes in the UK.

Like HVO, Shell GTL is delivered to fleets with
their own bulk tanks. Like HVO too, it is pricier than
ordinary diesel. It is also made from a fossil fuel,
which puts a dent in its CO2 credentials.

In response, Shell points out that GTL is available
with carbon offsets; the energy giant is engaged in
a variety of projects worldwide in order to offset CO2
emissions.

They include the protection of peat land in
Indonesia and a vast forest in Peru, plus a
reforestation project in the USA, which has resulted
in over 42 million trees being planted.

Customers offered an environmentally-friendly alternative

In 2020, New Era partnered with Green
Biofuels Ltd (GBF), a FORS Champion,

to supply Gd+ HVO, a more sustainable,
biodegradable, low emission, odourless
fuel to bring customers an environmentally-
friendly alternative to fossil fuels, heralding
the dawn of another new era. Gd+ HVO is
the latest direct drop-in replacement for
diesel, offering reduced carbon footprint and
a cleaner air solution.

Gd+ HVO is made from 100 per cent
renewable raw materials. It is a drop-in,
direct replacement for diesel (on road, off
road and marine) and can be used in all

VY

diesel engines. It is also an enhancement of
HVO that reduces NOx levels up to 30 per
cent (also reducing Adblue intake), reduces
COz2e levels up to 90 per cent, PM levels by
86 per cent and improves local air quality.

The additive added to the HVO
which further enhances the fuel and
makes Gd+ HVO contains no metals
unlike many other additives and it is 100
per cent organic.

There’s no need to modify existing
infrastructure as it meets standard
EN15940 (European standard), ASDM
975 (American) and JIS K2204 diesel

specification (Japanese) for paraffinic fuels.

A spokesman said: “With the Government
pledging that by 2050 carbon emissions
are to be reduced by up to 80 per cent, the
need for sustainable fuels has never been
greater and we need to act now. We are
happy to offer smart tank telematic options
to FORS members which optimise fuel
deliveries, ensuring that you will never run
out of fuel and each vehicle can have its
own fob and log-in to monitor how much
fuel is being used and CO2 emitted.”

* For details, log on to: www.gbf.Itd
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Truck operators whose vehicles ply London's traffic-
clogged streets have been busy getting to grips with
the Direct Vision Standard. By Steve Banner

et up by Transport for London (TfL), the Direct
S Vision Standard (DVS) finally came into force

on 1 March 2021. The standard means that
every 12-tonne-plus truck entering or operating within
Greater London — unless qualifying for an exemption
— must be covered by a free TfL safety permit. Over
90,000 have been issued to date.

In force around-the-clock every day of the year,
the scheme adopts a star system to grade vehicles
depending on how easy it is for their drivers to
spot vulnerable road users such as cyclists and
pedestrians from behind the wheel. The grading

runs from zero to five stars, with over 3,000 safety
permits now issued for 5-star trucks, which offer
the highest level of direct vision. More than 60,000
trucks rated from one to five stars have been
granted safety permits automatically.

If a vehicle is zero-rated, a category that TfL says
encompasses around half the trucks operating in
London, all is not lost. A truck can comply with TfL’s
requirements if it is fitted with a package of approved
safety devices referred to — logically enough — as a
Safe System.

This system includes a Class V mirror mounted

on the truck cab’s nearside, a
Class VI mirror mounted at the
front and clear markings that
alert everybody to the vehicle’s
presence and the risks it may
present.

Sensors must be fitted to the
nearside to warn the driver that vulnerable road
users may be sitting in the truck’s blind spot, which
has to be monitored by an onboard camera. An
audible warning device has to be installed which
triggers when the driver is about to turn left.

Side under-run protection bars have to be
mounted on both sides of the chassis and are there
to stop cyclists from ending up underneath the
vehicle.

Permit details

Zero-, 1-, and 2-star permits are valid until October
2024 while 3-, 4-, and 5-star permits are valid for 10
years. The requirements placed on O-star trucks will
be imposed on all 1- and 2-star trucks from October
2024, when the minimum DVS rating will increase
to three stars. Any suitable safety equipment not
available in 2020 that is not cost-prohibitive will be
added to the list subject to a public consultation to
be conducted in 2022. The resulting package will
be known as the Progressive Safe System and will
have to be fitted to 0-star vehicles too.

DAF’s UK Marketing Manager, Phil Moon, believes
that TfL should offer guidance as to what the new
system is likely to include now. “Bear in mind that
its introduction is less than three years away — and
operators looking at acquiring new trucks want to
know what they will need to specify,” he observes.

An operator of a truck that is not DVS-compliant,
but should be, will be issued with a penalty charge
notice of up to £550 by TfL. It will be reduced by half
if settled within 14 days.

TfL can also suspend or revoke a permit if a
vehicle covered by one is later found to be in breach
of the permit conditions.

More than 150,000 trucks that fall within the
scheme enter London every year, according to TfL
figures. Introduced with the support of the London
boroughs, DVS is a key plank of the mayor of
London’s Vision Zero plan to eliminate all deaths
and serious injuries from London’s streets by 2041.

A scheme similar to DVS looks set to be adopted
by the European Union starting in 2026.

Industry efforts

Truck manufacturers have worked hard to ensure
that their customers understand which models
comply with which rating. The situation is more
complex than might be supposed.

The dedicated Mercedes-Benz DVS website, for
example, states that all of its low-entry Econics with

>

The Thames Tideway
project is a supporter
of the DVS and FORS
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Direct vision

Kilnbridge opted
for the 5-star rated
Mercedes-Benz
Econic
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full-height folding-glass passenger doors are 5-star,
regardless of their tyre size. An Econic with a hinged
passenger door drops down to four stars, however,
and the exact rating will be tyre-dependent.

Even comparatively minor differences in wheel and
tyre sizes and spring settings can result in trucks
that are on the face of it identical being categorised
differently because they mean that the driver of the
one sits slightly higher than the driver of the other.

Mercedes-Benz makes the point that the
presence of MirrorCam, its compact, camera-based
replacement for conventional mirrors, can have
a bearing on how its trucks are viewed. When
fitted to Actros and Arocs, it improves the driver’s
sideways vision because the blind spots caused by
conventional mirrors are eliminated. The Mercedes
website allows operators to check the rating of their
chosen truck. It also enables them to generate a
DVS certificate should one be required. “It's quite a
smooth process,” says Oliver Soell, Head of Product
at Mercedes-Benz Trucks UK.

The FORS effect

DVS has attracted the backing of a number of
fleets and site operators, including prominent FORS
members and supporters. The list includes the giant
£4.2bn Tideway Tunnel construction project; a huge
sewer designed to stop raw effluent from being
discharged into the Thames.

Says Traffic and Road Logistics Manager, Gordon
Sutherland: “Tideway adopted a number of vehicle
safety measures at the outset of the project in
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2014. Since then we have ensured our supply chain
operates vehicles that meet the conditions of the
safety permit scheme.

“We've committed to moving materials by river
wherever possible, which is safer, cleaner and better
for pedestrians and cyclists,” he continues. “When
we need to use trucks, however, then our supply
chain’s compliant 5-star fleet will ensure this is done
as safely as possible.

“In fact, we have a set of contract requirements
that mean any operator involved with the project
must meet FORS Silver as a minimum,” says
Sutherland. “That applies to everybody, including
owner-drivers, in order to reduce any risk to
vulnerable road users. If a company happens to be
FORS Bronze then it is given six months to get up to
Silver and FORS will help it to do so.”

Peter Parle, Senior Transport Manager at leading
Sevenoaks, Kent-based FORS member F M
Conway, adds: “We're proud to support the mayor of
London’s safety permit system. Safety is at the heart
of our business and the DVS 5-star rated Mercedes-
Benz and Dennis Eagle tipper grabs we use give
us the safest cab view for our drivers and for the
cyclists and pedestrians who share the streets with
them.”

One well-known FORS Gold member that opted
for 5-star trucks a while back is east London-based
construction and engineering contractor Kilnbridge.
Its fleet line-up includes 18-tonne Econics with full-
height glazed passenger doors, typically fitted with
Hyva skip-loading equipment.

- “We opted for the Econic because it
represents the benchmark in terms of
ergonomics and offers terrific visibility,”
says Kilnbridge Plant and Logistics
Director, Thomas Barrett.

“As well as ensuring that our
drivers are at the same eye level as
pedestrians and cyclists, the low-floor
cab with its wide-opening driver’s
door scores very highly thanks to its
outstanding ease of entry.

“This reduces the risk of drivers
sustaining injuries, particularly as the
consequence of slipping while getting
in and out of the cab on construction
sites.”

That has to be viewed as a vitally-
important benefit given ongoing
concerns about slips, trips and falls in
the workplace — no matter where that
workplace may be.

o
(%)

FASTVIEW

With over 25 years
experience in the haulage
industry, we understand
the problems drivers
and fleet managers
face.

Protect your fleet from crippling
insurance claims with superfast
3G/4G CCTV.

M Reduce insurance costs
M Live vehicle viewing

M Live vehicle GPS tracking
M Reduce court time

M Improve driver behaviour

For a free demo of any equipment or
AutoCMS, contact us today

01270 360360
info@fastview360.co.uk

www.fastview360.co.uk

. AutoCMS

All you fleet cameras, tracking and insurance
claims - one simple online platform.

OO0

ID:A00340



Trailer developments

itsa L_ O N\I G story

After a trial that has lasted for almost 10 years, the widespread
use of longer semi-trailers has finally been given the go-ahead.
Steve Banner explains more >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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Trailer developments

fter much anticipation, Secretary of State for
ATransport Grant Shapps has rubber-stamped
the agreement that will allow longer semi-
trailers (LSTs) onto UK roads. Previously slated
to run until 2027, a trial that was the subject of a
consultation by the Department for Transport last
November was brought to an early end.

The consultation closed in January and, at that
stage, 2,600 LSTs were in operation as part of the
trial and were clearly delivering benefits in terms
of reduced mileage and emissions, plus increased
productivity. They were able to do so because they
can carry more goods, which means fewer journeys
— up to one in eight trips could be eliminated, their
advocates suggest. Two lengths were assessed
—14.6m and 15.65m — with the latter capable of
transporting four more pallets than a 13.6m single-
deck semi-trailer.

Results recorded from 2012 to 2019 showed that
LSTs had reduced COz2 output by 48,000 tonnes and
cut road mileage by 33.5 million miles. They were
also involved in fewer incidents resulting in personal
injuries than standard semi-trailers.

“Some 57 per cent of those surveyed in the
government consultation felt LSTs should be in
general circulation and they could see the positive
effects the move would have on both the road
haulage industry and Britain’s efforts to lead the

fight against climate change,” Shapps says. “The
trial saw a reduction in the number of lorries making
journeys across the country, with an average eight
per cent reduction in miles covered by freight

as well as a 6.2 per cent reduction in pollutants
expelled.”

All part of the plan

Their benefits chime in neatly with the
Government’s Transport Decarbonisation Plan.
“Road safety continues to be of paramount concern
though,” Shapps adds. “While the trial showed the
use of LSTs caused fewer collisions resulting from
fewer journeys being made, additional mitigations
are under review to ensure hauliers and road users
are kept even safer still.”

The decision to end restrictions on the use of LSTs
has been applauded by transport industry trade
associations and by trailer manufacturers; but the
welcome has been tinged with a mood of caution.

“We're starting to get orders coming in, but | don’t
think LSTs will take over from 13.6m semi-trailers,”
reveals Richard Owens, Group Marketing Manager
at Stoke-on-Trent-based Don-Bur.

“They're still relatively specialist pieces of kit and,

although they are heavier than 13.6m trailers, they
remain limited to 44 tonnes.”

That means that while they can carry a lot of
lightweight bulky cargo, their payload capacity is
restricted. The Government intends to launch a trial
of 48-tonners, but solely on intermodal work hauling
containers to and from railheads.

Owens adds that while they are more than
capable of performing effectively on the public
highway, LSTs can face challenges when it comes
to manoeuvring in yards and backing up to loading
docks. “You need a long straight section of yard
surface you can use to lock out the self-steer axle
when you are reversing,” he says. If you do not
have that then the tyres on the axle concerned are
liable to end up going sideways and suffer severely
from scrub.

“You can always specify a positive steer axle
instead of course, but it will cost you more,” he
warns.

While 15.65m appears — understandably — to be
the most popular bet, manoeuvrability concerns
may oblige some businesses to opt for 14.6m
instead. “We’ve had a couple of enquiries for semi-
trailers at that length,” Owens reports.

Up to one in eight trips
could be eliminated by
using longer trailers
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Trailer developments

These two trucks
parked side by

side show the extra
capacity of a longer
trailer
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> If a transport fleet can make full use of a 15.65m
semi-trailer, then the productivity benefits can be
astonishing; especially if they opt for a double-
decker. “If you go for a straight-frame then you can
carry 60 pallets — 30 on each deck,” says Owens.
Choose a step-frame instead and your capacity falls
to 52 pallets because you lose eight at the front, he
adds, but the ability to transport that many at a time
is still worth having, especially given the current
driver shortage.

The long and short of it

Meanwhile, both Montracon’s plants in Doncaster
and Mallusk, Northern Ireland can build LSTs. “We
have orders for them in our system, although | wouldn’t
say we've got customers banging on the door,” admits
Sales Operations Manager, Dean Ridgill. That could, of
course, change if gross weights were to increase to 48
tonnes. The majority of orders for LSTs Montracon is
receiving are for the 15.65m option.

“When LSTs were first introduced, we built a
number of flat beds, but these days we’re talking
about boxes, curtainsiders and step-frame double-
deckers,” reports Ridgill.

Some operators have already had considerable
experience of LSTs and the benefits they can bring.
Among them is third-party logistics provider Howard
Tenens, which put three 15.65m step-frame double-
deck box vans, built by Tiger Trailers, into service a
while back on a contract with Toolstation, one of the
UK's fastest-growing suppliers of tools and related
accessories.

Fitted with self-steer axles, the LSTs can transport
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up to 87 cages — 38 on each deck, with an additional
11 on the neck. The three-quarter length hydraulic
moving deck is rated at up to seven tonnes, while a
fixed deck has been incorporated over the step-
frame. The latter is used to carry plastic piping and
other awkwardly-shaped items, freeing up cage
space. An onboard weighing system is fitted, while
the aerodynamic sloping front of the roof helps to
lower drag and reduce fuel consumption.

During the trial period SDC developed a skeletal
semi-trailer which has been employed by Malcolm
Logistics — well-known for its commitment to
intermodal transport — to move 50ft containers when
extended to 15.65m. The design allows two 20ft, or
one 40ft, or one 45ft box to be transported when the
trailer is closed.

With an unladen weight of 5.5 tonnes, the latest
design uses a pneumatically-powered rear with a
lever switch to power it in and out on a twin beam.
A self-steering axle is installed with a soft docking
system fitted to the back to avoid any damage when
the trailer is reversed up to a loading bay.

Says Malcolm Group Chief Executive, Andrew
Malcolm: “SDC’s extended skeletal trailers allow
our customers to move 15 per cent more freight
per journey over the largest available conventional
container. By using a combination of our eco-friendly
road and rail services, we are able to achieve a 13
per cent reduction in CO2 emissions per pallet.”

Trailers gaining traction

More recently, FORS Bronze member Menzies
Distribution has announced that it is acquiring a
further 16 LSTs in a move that will take its fleet of
15.65m semi-trailers to over 90. It runs a mixture of
single- and double-decker box van and curtainsider
LSTs to move lightweight, bulky items such as
packaging.

No matter what length of trailer ordered or who it
is ordered from, customers may have to wait many
months before it is delivered, thanks to bulging
order books across the industry and component
shortages. The collapse of Cartwright Group took
production capacity out of the UK trailer industry,
although Schmitz Cargobull’s decision to open a
factory in Manchester looks set to go some way
towards redressing the balance.

Owens says Don-Bur is typically working on a
lead time of around 12 months at the moment. “At
Montracon we're quoting delivery dates in July/
August 2022,” adds Ridgill. “However customers
who want flatbeds may have to wait until the end of
next year, depending on the specification.”
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Trailers

The back-seat
sustainability driver

There is a big focus on the green revolution
when it comes to tractor units, but there
are opportunities for environmental
improvements in trailers, too

Paul Avery, Schmitz
Cargobull’'s UK
Managing Director of
Operations
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perators are all too aware of the UK
O Government’s so-called ‘greenprint’ to

decarbonise all modes of domestic transport
by 2050, which includes the phasing out of diesel
trucks by 2040. Yet while the targets are clear, the
options and infrastructure around alternatively-
fuelled trucks is less so, with many operators far
from making any decisions on how their businesses
will comply.

However, hundreds of fleets are already reducing
their emissions by making environmentally-
conscious decisions about their trailers, according
to German manufacturer Schmitz Cargobull. “The
focus on decarbonisation in transport is completely
justified, but shouldn’t just centre around tractor
units,” explains Paul Avery, Schmitz Cargobull’s UK
Managing Director of Operations. “There are carbon
reductions to be made by operators who choose to
pull responsible and sustainable trailers.”

Schmitz Cargobull reefers have long been
renowned for being lighter while at the same time
more robust than competitor products
because of their patented panels
made from Ferroplast — a high-quality
expanded, closed-cell, polyurethane
foam housed between steel skins. The
technology ensures a complete vapour
diffusion-tight surface, meaning each
trailer is energy-efficient, hygienic, age-
resistant and easy to repair.

The products are also sought after for
their galvanized chassis, which comes
with a 10-year warranty against rust-
through. In addition, the chassis is said
to increase service life by three to five
years compared to a painted chassis —
a feature known to add to high residual
values.
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But Avery says there are additional far-reaching
environmental advantages for operators running
Schmitz Cargobull trailers. “The lightweight nature
of our trailers — and the fact our chassis are durable
and low-maintenance — make good sense for
operators on a day-to-day basis,” he says. “They
look to maximise loads and reduce downtime.
Therefore, they save time and money.

“As a European-based manufacturer, Schmitz
Cargobull is committed to low height, while
maintaining useable internal height,” adds
Avery. “Many operators spend a lot of money on
aerodynamic features, but one sure way to reduce
aerodynamic drag is to reduce the frontal area of a
vehicle — keeping the height down as the width is
fixed, so you are not trying to force as much vehicle
through the air.

Schmitz in the mix

Avery reveals that all Schmitz Cargobull chassis
include a mix of galvanized steel and aluminum and
are produced at modern energy efficient hot-dip
plants. “By using dipping processes as opposed to
wet spraying, we are keeping the emission of VOCs
— Volatile Organic Compounds — to an absolute
minimum,” he says. “We are also providing a much
better coating, with a substantially longer life.

“It's a dual approach for us,” he continues. “We're
focused on sustainable and responsible use of

natural resources throughout our production
processes, reducing our own energy consumption
and carbon emissions where possible, as well as
helping our customers to reduce theirs.”

The Schmitz Cargobull production process is
based on Toyota principles, with emphasis on
efficiency and sustainability. Principles include
avoiding waste, glueing instead of riveting, folding
instead of glueing, bolting instead of welding,
steel instead of plastic and using steel instead of
aluminium where possible.

It also insists on lasering instead of chemical
cleaning, cold forming and cold joining instead of
high-energy welding and galvanizing instead of
painting.

In its factories across Europe — including the latest
facility in Wythenshawe, Manchester — the company
favours thermally optimised buildings, energy-
saving lighting and purchasing green electricity.

Focus on the future

It's this environmental focus that led to the launch
of the EcoGeneration range of aerodynamic semi-
trailer curtainsiders at the beginning of the year.

The vehicles, which include the EcoFIX, EcoFLEX
and EcoVARIOS, are designed to save fuel and
reduce carbon dioxide emissions, while operating
at full internal height for volume transport where
needed.

“The EcoGeneration curtainsiders have been
designed to be aerodynamic, reducing drag and
therefore fuel consumption and emissions,” Avery
explains.

“In practical use, fuel savings of more than 10 per
cent have been achieved with the EcoGeneration
concept. That adds up to significant cost and carbon
savings for busy fleets.”

It may come as no surprise that the next
innovation from Schmitz Cargobull is a completely
electric reefer-semi-trailer — the S.KOe COOL
SMART — equipped with an electric refrigeration
unit which uses energy from its electric trailer axle,
eliminating carbon emissions completely.

Several prototypes are currently on trial,
including one with Albert Heijn supermarkets in the
Netherlands in conjunction with rental specialist TIP.

All being well, products could be available to UK
operators as soon as 2022. “The all-electric S.KOe
meets the demands of zero emission zones before
they become commonplace,” says Avery. “It has
an electric axle and an electric refrigeration unit
with integrated power and a battery system on the
landing gear.

“The electric axle also recoups energy during
braking which means it's charging as it's going
along,” he adds. “It's fantastic technology and
nothing less than the market expects from Schmitz
Cargobull.”

The EcoGeneration
range of aerodynamic
semi-trailer
curtainsiders was
launched at the
beginning of the year
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Operator profile

Speed
does it!

With over 175 operating centres and 1,100
vehicles few, if any, businesses are more
committed to FORS than Speedy. Steve
Banner talks compliance with the UK's
leading tool and equipment hire company

ith a fleet that embraces everything from
Wall-electric Maxus vans and BMW i3s

that have been converted into vans, to a
27-tonne all-electric truck, Speedy is FORS Gold
accredited at all of its locations.

“Safety and innovation are at the heart of
everything we do,” says Gareth Jones, Group Fleet
Compliance Manager at Speedy. “That includes
opening a depot in Milton Keynes, which is our
blueprint for developing bespoke and innovative
solutions to ensure our service and support centres
become more sustainable. We will be showcasing
our innovative products there and will operate our
fleet of vehicles entirely on HVO fuel.”

An environmentally-friendly alternative to ordinary
diesel, HVO — hydrotreated vegetable oil — is made
from renewable waste materials (read more about it
on pages 12-14).

“All our vehicles have the latest safety innovation
systems, from cameras to side scanners,” adds
Jones. “We are also the first in our industry to fit the

FHOSS Halo side protection system for pedestrians.

This shows vulnerable road users the turning circle
of the vehicle during night-time working.

“We fit the best equipment available to us,” he
adds.

Safety systems

Onboard cameras sourced from Vision Track are
integrated with a Masternaut telematics package.
Should there be an incident, the fleet team can see
exactly what has happened and take appropriate
action. “They often know about it before the driver

has climbed out of the cab,” says Jones.

Around 750 of the company’s vehicles are light
commercials, of which 98 per cent are Fords. “The
fleet consists of flatbed Transit 3.5-tonners with
tail-lifts, Transit Connects and Ranger pick-ups,”
confirms Jones. “We are currently trialling the new
Ford onboard telematics solution. This system gives
us an instant view of any problems the vehicle may
be having, such as overdue oil changes and being
low on AdBlue.

Clean-up operations

“Speedy has long been committed to cutting
emissions in line with the FORS Standard and our
own internal strategy, led by our ESG (environment,
social and governance) Director, Amelia Woodley,
and our Head of Fleet, Aaron Powell,” says Jones.
“In 2016 Speedy was at the forefront with vehicle
innovation, putting two electric BMW i3s, specially
converted into vans, into service.”

At the heavier end of the spectrum, the Speedy
fleet also boasts an electric 27-tonne Electra Econic
HGV. Jones says the company is leading from the
front when it comes to reducing CO2.

“We also have two electric 7.5-tonne Fuso
eCanters in build — and two Isuzu 7.5-tonne electric
conversions,” he adds. “These vehicles will help us
reduce our carbon emissions in London as well as
make valuable congestion charge savings.

“The light commercial line-up additionally
embraces a pair of electric Maxus 3.5-tonners. We
make a four-hour collection-and-delivery promise on
our top 350 products, 50 of which will fit into these
electric vehicles.”

The trucks of choice

Speedy operates 220 trucks, primarily Isuzus at
up to 7.5-tonnes. Favoured for their light but durable
chassis and healthy payload capacity, the Isuzus
are fitted with a variety of different bodies. They

Tl

include curtainsiders with tail-lifts, beavertail plant-
carrying bodies and dropsides.

Moving up the weight scale, Speedy is looking at
the advantages of hydrogen as a combustion fuel
and is interested in learning more about DAF’s new
XF Hydrogen prototype.

“Our head of fleet has already added our first
hydrogen-fuelled car to the fleet,” reports Jones.
“Furthermore, we are looking to introduce our first
plant-bodied hydrogen fuel cell truck in 2022.”

The company makes a point of operating a
modern fleet that meets the latest emission and
safety standards. “We have introduced a company
car list consisting of only plug-in hybrids (PHEVs) or
fully-electric cars,” adds Jones. “We keep our light
commercials from three to four years and our trucks
for around six years.”

Speedy: the FORS story so far
Speedy was an early adopter of FORS and its
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The Speedy fleet also
boasts an electric
27-tonne Electra

Econic HGV

3
FORS

FLEET OPERATOR
RECOGNITION SCHEME

28 The Standard Winter 2021

The Standard Winter 2021 29




Operator profile

One of the BMW
i3s that has been
converted into a van

Around 750 of the
company’s vehicles
are light commercials,
of which 98 per cent

are Fords

principles. “We felt it was
good to have an independent
set of standards to work

to — and we still do,” Jones
says. “Having to monitor
everything from our fuel
usage to our incident rates
ensures we take appropriate
action if we need to and this
has helped reduce our fleet

) e insurance premiums.”
Controlling fuel usage cuts costs and reduces
overall CO2 emissions. Adopting a proactive
approach to reducing collisions reduces repair costs
and vehicle downtime. It also means there is less
risk of someone being seriously or fatally injured.

Membership of FORS helps demonstrate to
customers the high level of compliance Speedy
adheres to, which can be invaluable if it is tendering
for a contract.

“We've also got Earned Recognition from the Driver
and Vehicle Standards Agency, we've done the HS2
module and we meet the requirements of LPT2 —
London Power Tunnels 2 — as well,” says Jones.

Trained to FORS requirements

All Speedy'’s drivers are trained in line with FORS
requirements, but the Covid-19 pandemic has made
classroom training problematic over the past 18
months.
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“The latest FORS eLearning courses have proved
useful and we've put them on to our own e-learning
platform so we can run them as many times as we
feel is necessary,” he says. “We believe strongly in
continuous professional development.”

An enthusiastic cyclist — “I got my cycling
proficiency badge back in 1980 when | was 15,”
he smiles — Jones is a keen supporter of FORS
Professional Safe Urban Driving. It involves truck
drivers taking to two wheels in city centres so that
they can see highway conditions from a bike rider’s
viewpoint.

“It's good for drivers to get out of the cab for a day
and undergo a different type of experience,” he says.
“It helps them to appreciate the hazards vulnerable
road users face.”

Extra turning alerts

With the need to protect them in mind, Speedy
is having right- as well as left-hand turning alerts
installed. Such systems aren’t confined to commercial
vehicles operating solely in London. While London may
have the Direct Vision Standard, there are vulnerable
highway users all over the country.

Speedy'’s willingness to invest in training may have
helped it to hang onto drivers at a time of severe
shortage. “We’ve got about 60 vacancies at present,
but our overall retention rate is running at 60 per
cent,” Jones says; a more-than-respectable rate in
today’s tight employment market.

As well as recruiting
from outside, which is
undoubtedly a challenge at
present, Speedy regularly
takes younger employees
who express an interest and
have the aptitude and trains
them to become drivers.

That is not their only role
though. They may also
have to show the customer
how to start and use the
machine they are delivering;
machines which may be
complex and present
possible safety risks.

“Remember that our
drivers aren't just drivers,”
Jones concludes. “Their
role is often wider and they
are, of course, Speedy’s
ambassadors.”
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FLEET MANAGEMENT

TELEMATICS, CAMERA &

1. ¢» webfleet £
solutions

FREMIUM PARTHER

R

@ VISIONTRACK

MANTIS

FORS/DVS SPECIALISTS

BESPOKE SILVER AND GOLD FORS KITS

DVS

1) Minimum DVS rating is one star, which will increase to four star by 2024.

2) One and two star rated vehicles are granted permits until 2024.

3) Permits are issued electronically, no paper copy. It is done through VR.

4) Fleet operators have to apply for the safety permit - www.tfl.gov.uk/direct-vision-permit

5) Fines are £550 for every breach.

01233626590

Contact us for more information
sales@fleet-trak.co.uk

www.fleet-trak.co.uk



Golden opportunities

Safety-focused Kilnbridge has no doubts of the benefits
of its FORS Gold accreditation. Director Thomas Barrett
explains all to Steve Banner

ith over 800 employees, east London
construction and engineering contractor

Kilnbridge is putting every effort into

percentage improvements the business, which runs
a substantial fleet of trucks, has achieved over the
past year. “We’ve reduced our NOx emissions by 67
ensuring that the high standards it has reached to per cent, our CO2 emissions by 31.8 per cent and
obtain FORS Gold accreditation are maintained. our PM10 particulate emissions by 31.7 per cent,”
The figures speak for themselves, says Thomas he reports.
Barrett, Director of the company’s K-Plant equipment The measures Kilnbridge has taken include trialling
and plant services operation. He points to the the use of HVO — hydrotreated vegetable oil —in

3
FORS

FLEET OPERATOR
RECOGNITION SCHEME
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its diesel vehicles. Made from renewable waste
materials such as animal fats, HVO can be used
as a direct alternative to ordinary diesel without the
need for engine modifications. It can cut well-to-
wheel CO2 emissions by up to 90 per cent or more,
say its supporters. “As well as switching our diesel
vehicles to greener fuels, we've started replacing
them with electric models,” says Barrett.

Fleet revamp

In recent years, Kilnbridge has invested heavily in
brand-new Mercedes-Benz models — and in Econics
in particular. Their low-entry cabs make it easier
for drivers to spot vulnerable road users such as
cyclists and pedestrians.

Econics with full-height folding-glass passenger
doors meet the London Direct Vision Standard’s top
5-star rating. The Econics are quieter than some of
the trucks Kilnbridge has previously used, as well as
delivering lower carbon emissions.

“We encourage cleaner modes of travel for all our

staff, with an incentivised bicycle scheme,” explains
Barrett. “The company headquarters is based within
a dense network of public transport links, which we
encourage all staff to use. In addition, we monitor
all modes of travel employed and the associated
carbon footprint.”

Traffic incidents have reduced by 55 per cent
compared with 2020. “There continues to be a
reduction in low-speed/urban incidents,” says
Kilnbridge’s Chief Executive Officer, Dermot
McDermott, who founded the firm 30 years ago.

“| believe this can be attributed to improved driver
training, especially the FORS Professional Safe
Urban Driving course.”

FORS for all

Kilnbridge makes use of subcontractors and,
in doing so, adopts what Barrett refers to as a
flow-down approach. “We commit to only using
the contracted services of Silver and Gold FORS
members to ensure that anyone subcontracting for
us meets the same standards that we do,” he says.

Driver recruitment is a challenge for all businesses
and Kilnbridge has responded by casting a wide
net. “We work hard to attract drivers from a broad
demographic, including the long-term unemployed,
females and ethnic minorities,” adds Barrett.

The company promotes the industry it serves by
visiting colleges and attending job fairs.

“We are committed to helping promising
individuals enter the industry and upskill into a
career path,” he continues.

“This is particularly true for individuals who are
ex-military, as Kilnbridge is a dedicated member of

The Standard Winter 2021 33



Operator focus

Kilnbridge has
invested heavily in
brand-new Mercedes-
Benz models — and in
Econics in particular

the Military Covenant.” The operator gives all its staff
the training and resources to incrementally reach
their full potential, from no qualifications to fully-
accredited.

“Kilnbridge and the general public can be assured
of the competency and safety credentials of our
drivers,” says Barrett.

“We are also proud to have a FORS Practitioner,
with 10 years’ experience, who is now helping us,”
he adds. “His skills and experience will help us
elevate our team’s performance to the next level,
including tackling the amount of time vehicles spend
idling.”

Unnecessary idling spells wasted fuel, wasted

money and an increased
output of CO2 along with
harmful emissions — none
of these can be classed
as desirable.

Over the past year or
so Kilnbridge has been
involved in a number
of major projects,
including work related to
the construction of the
Hinkley Point C nuclear
power station and the
redevelopment of Gatwick
Airport railway station.

Perhaps the most
important development,
however, is its
transformation into a
business owned by the
people who work for
it. McDermott made the decision to transfer his
entire shareholding into an employee-owned trust,
having spent three decades growing Kilnbridge as a
privately-owned company. The trust holds the shares
collectively on behalf of all the employees while he
continues as chief executive.

“To be able to provide the team with a stake in their
company and an opportunity to have a say in its
future success, while staying true to the values and
ethos we hold dear, is both reassuring and exciting,”
says McDermott.

“As we move forward on the next stage of our
journey, | know that employee ownership will be a
great fit for our business.”

TRAD accreditation update

Group member and construction industry
contractor TRAD Scaffolding has attained
Silver status at its Barking, London, site.
Sister company TRAD UK, which sells and
hires out scaffolding and related safety
systems, has achieved Bronze at five of
its depots, and Silver at a sixth.

“FORS accreditation allows us to
demonstrate that we follow best practice
and we win contracts as a result of having
it,” says Health, Safety, Environment
and Quality Officer and Transport Co-
Ordinator, Paul Rothero.

It is time-consuming, but he is a firm
believer in one-on-one training wherever
possible.

“If you work with people individually then
you get their attention. You can also start
addressing some of the risks associated
with transporting scaffolding.

Simple question

“A good place to start is by asking a
driver a simple question. ‘How high is
your load?’ If they reply by saying ‘well,
it's about....." then that’s not good enough.

You have to know exactly, which is why
we've issued our drivers with load height
measuring sticks.

“We rely on them to be professional,”
Rothero continues. “Always remember
that action can be taken against your
licence if drivers don’t behave themselves
on the highway.”

Action will certainly be taken by the
enforcement authorities if a load is insecure.
“We always say to drivers that once they've
finished checking, check it again,” he
comments. “Don’t take chances.”

Isuzu Euro 6
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Low

emission

COMPLIANT

*Up to £100 a day applies to vehicles operating within the London
Ultra Low Emission Zone from April 2019, and soon in proposed
low emission zones (LEZ) across major towns and cities in the UK.
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& SERVICE TRAINING

Fleet Solutions /Drivelech
That Save LiveS From the AA. Driven to keep people safe

| I : t— f_f--i Zim (N Comprehensive and impactful
o] g -:--"“*" e F & = driver risk management solutions.
1 Sl | 2 ) Reduce your risk, your operating costs
and protect your reputation.
CABLE-FREE & CABLED

' % " MOBILE COLUMNLIFTS
O o
At Totalkare we combine world | !
w RK class lifting and testing products, / ' I.: 1" \ |_|Censed by Tﬂ_ to prOVIde
industry leading support, flexible | - ' |mpathU| CommerCIal dl’lvel’
I financial packages and CPD I
EOUIPMEN certified competency training to

training courses:

, ensure that you always have the \ Safe Urban DriVing - essential
IT'S TOTALKARE right support. training for all commercial
drivers operating HGVs l-f
GET IN TOUCH: T:0121585 2724 / WWW.TOTALKARE.CO.UK regularly in the urban
! . environment.

N LoCITY Driving - minimising
the environmental impact of
vans and HGVs.

N Van Smart - reduce work
related road risks, improve
safety and create long-term
behavioural change for van
drivers.

Proactively
detect risky
and distracted
driving
behaviours

GO FOR GOLD

DriveTech now delivering

With our innovative technology, you can
identify and assess risky and distracted
driving behaviours that might not be
detected by traditional telematics.

Connect with us today!

Visit lytx.com/lytx-surfsight-solutions
for more information.

lytx

LEET OFERATOR Silver & Gold FORS audits.
ID:A0042 (

s

Start your DriveTech journey today.

UK and International Team
Q 01256 610907

>4 tellmemore@drivetech.co.uk

drivetech.co.uk



Technology
Coach operator cuts infringements and saves time

products which manage
tachograph analysis and working
time for drivers and employees.
The CPT closely worked with
TruTac to develop the specific
CPT Tacho Analysis software,
based on the PSV 375 rule set.
According to Skills, the
system has made tachograph
management, driver debriefing
and compliance reporting faster,
more accurate and easier
to control. Plus, with fully
-automated email reporting, the
company can more efficiently
manage drivers’ hours and
driver debriefing.
Group Compliance Manager,
Paul Harper, said: “Since
our drivers started using the
TruTac app, they have been
able to head-off infringements
because they can clearly see
their own driving records, plus
we have no backlog at the
end of the month. Also, being
able to do driver debriefings
electronically and with remote
downloading of data, we have
gone paperless which, during
the pandemic, has been a big
help. Eliminate the stressful and time-consuming job of manually
chasing, collecting and downloading driver cards and vehicle

unit tachograph data.

n kills Group, the
S Nottingham-based
) L ol ‘4 coach operator, has
- F—‘r—? reduced driver infringements
and improved staff working
time control since switching
to TruTac’s Confederation of
Passenger Transport (CPT)-
accredited tachograph analysis
' and HR management software.
CPT Tacho Analysis and
TruTime are web-based software

DVSA reveals that 88.5% of almost : Caution
11,000 LCVs stopped at the roadside

annually are overloaded :

With plons to pull over more LCVs on the roadside and potentially
to enforce HGV-like legislation on the LCV market, it's about time
you checked your van's laden weights, especially the individual 2
axle weights, os Svlech has discovered many more vans have -
overloaded rear axles than previously thought. Any overload could
invalidate your insurance, and if severe enough, could affect your 2

“Meanwhile, in the back-
office, TruTac’s time and
attendance system, TruTime,

has helped to save time Let the NEW Tachomaster DOT device remotely download your

braking and handling. : and reduce labour costs by ho d dailv. M q labil K d d
) N : i t ta daily. Monitor driver availability, work, drive an

Svlech is seeing an increasing amount  In addition, it means that the van can . accurately recordmg staff acho a a a y © 3 . er avaita y _0 0 ed

of van uprotes at the moment, only be driven by someone who either ¢ movements — using digital rest periods live and massively reduce driver infringements.

especially under 3500kg, where passed their test before 1997 or by .

someone with a C1 entitlement on tachograph driver cards or

their driving licence.

we are uprating from 2800kg to
3000/3200kg and from 3200kg up

to 3500kg. This additional 300kg of
payload is proving vital for many van
owners, as it is very easily to overload
these vehicles.

Whilst we uprate 3500kg vans by up
to S00kg, there are some issues to
take into consideration when going
above 3500kg. A van over 3500kg
needs a speed limiter fitted and, if
carrying goods commercially, the van
will need a tachograph to be fitted.

These factors often make the uprate
over 3500kg unwiable or impractical
for some fleet operators, however if
the van is being regularly overloaded,
SvTech would recommend uprating.
We offer fleet discounts and can
advise on the next steps. Please
contact us to discuss your fleet needs.

“SvTech can help with uprating your LCV to give
you more payload, keeping you safe and legal.

Most makes and models are catered for.”
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SvTech

Special Vehicke Technology

employee smart cards — while
also providing ‘clocked’ versus
tacho’ start and end times.”

According to TruTac, the
system was designed for fleet
operators and HR departments
who need to manage and
monitor all their driver and
personnel activities in one
place.

Functions include detailed
lead-in and lead-out reports,

driver CPC hours management,

holiday requests and clocking
facilities for remote workers.
Clocking can also be done via
the app which is also geo-
located for accurate location
control.

With zero upfront costs, no additional sim card charges and
pay as you go. What have you got to lose?

WWW.TACHOMASTER.CO.UK
CALL 01923 460000

We are ER validated

MASTER

Tachograph Analysis | Vehicle Tracking | Transport Management System
Driver Licence Checking | Walk-Around Vehicle Checks | www.roadtech.co.uk




Rear IR Camera

® BLACKVUE

DASHCAM &

Alerts:

Distracted
Driving
and
Drowsy
Driving

Infrared Driver
Monitoring »
Camera

(9)

IS HERE

SmartDrive

Tomorrow's Transport, Today | _ et

FUTURE LOGISTICS .
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Sleeping, mobile phone use, seatbelt use, smoking or inattentive

. , . 11_12 driving - Without realising, drivers are often engaging in risky
Commercial road transport is set to ITT Hub provides a platform for IR e re putting themselves, the company and the

revolutionise as the industry transitions showcasing the latest technology, ublic at risk.
to net zero. The need for collaboration, equipment and services to the industry MAY 2022 .

learning, networking and experiencing at this crucial moment as fleets adapt to Reduce collisions by over 50% across your fleet with the
is more powerful than ever. the decarbonisation of transport. We look ® FARNBOROUGH brand new SmartDrive SmartSense™ for Inattentive Driving+.

’ . L T Sl INTERNATIONAL : A proactive video safety solution built with intelligent Al that
That's why ITT Hub is now the annual gy P ' gives instant in cab feedback to protect your drivers and bring

meeting place for decision makers, them home safely.

influencers and representatives from o°
. INCORPORATING L
across the sector. I l t hU b FUTURE LOGISTICS Learn More: uk.smartdrive.net/smartdrive-smartsense

FIND OUT MORE AND SIGN UP FOR -
FREE AT

ALSO FEATURING
ORGANISED BY uk.smartdrive.net | info@smartdrive.net | 01442 345180

coldchain —=—_

AUD & Tcsep  FARNBOROUGH

INTERNATIONAL

Strategic partner Commercial partners

. . /\
LOGISTICS UK nationalgrid WETRNESWERToN  LLOYDS BANK LEX AUTOLEASE




'Earn your stripes' with Aspoeck

ASPOCK

S Y 8§ T E M S

The company
has always
been at the

forefront of
vehicle lighting,
championing
LED lights

BELOW: LED strips
replace individual side
markers

spoeck Systems is Europe’s leading supplier
Aof lighting for commercial vehicles. Founded

in 1977, the company is still owned and
operated by the Aspoeck family.

The company has always been at the forefront of
vehicle lighting, championing LED lights — flashing
side markers etc. — all based around the simple and
robust 'Plug and Play' wiring harnesses.

Now Aspoeck is releasing an extensive range
of flexible LED strips for use both externally and
internally on vehicles.

The strips are available in lengths of up to 5m
currently and can be softened or clear. Longer strips
can also be cut down to size if a shorter length is
required. Three different sized profiles are available
and the lights just require a single 12V or 24V
power supply — no controller is necessary. They are
IP6K9K-rated, so suitable for external applications.

A range of plastic extrusions have also been
developed which the strip can be pressed into for
easy installation.

Already available are:

* High level brake light — a single red strip that
can be fitted at top rear of trailer to add maximum
visibility to other road users while braking

* Manoeuvre light — additional lights added to aid
reversing in low light. These are integrated with
both reverse and tail functions. Also, Aspoeck has
developed a solution to control these lights at low
speed by integrating with vehicle Electronic Brake
Systems

¢ Interior light — available in 5m lengths currently.
Two of these is more than enough to illuminate the
interior of a trailer. Compared to a system using
multiple single lights the LED strip provides up

to four times more illumination but also the effect

ABOVE - LED strip replaces top rear markers

BELOW - LED strips replace interior lighting

is much softer making the environment more

comfortable for operators during loading / unloading.

* Roadside loading illumination — red strip used
to highlight the outline of the vehicle — particularly
useful for loading operations where the normal road
lighting may be obscured.

In the coming months Aspoeck intends to
homologate the following:
* Front marker strip — llluminating front pillars of
trailer
* Rear marker strip — Run across top/bottom of
rear or up the outside edged of the body
» Side marker strip — Fully illuminate the side of a
trailer with a single strip or multiple shorter ones.

Finally the product will evolve further with the
creation of an RGB version which will allow multiple
colours from a single strip.

It you would like more information on any of these
applications then please contact us.

For more information, contact Aspoeck UK on 01279 655220 or sales@aspoeck.co.uk
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Is your job resting on 1mm of rubber?

Pro-actively checking every tyre every fime we visit your fleet reduces the chance we'll need to visit you in an emergency.

www.tructyre.co.uk

TRUGTYRE

De-risking Britain’s fleets



Recent studies show the number of Truck & Bus ‘Rollaways’ continue to increase
despite OEM warnings fitted as standard.

The PBW (Park Brake Warning System) alerts the driver when any cab access door is opened and the
park brake is not applied. The system also monitors numerous variables which can affect parking safety.

THE FURTHER BENEFITS:

Improves worker and public safety to
prevent and stop rollaways

Dual loud voice alert sounds the
second the door is opened with
the Park Brake not applied
: .. Exceeds standard OEM warnings

Deals with low air situation when
normal pressure sensors cannot
detect ‘Park’ state

Saves money, vehicle damage and repairs

Saves unwanted legal & insurance costs

We are talking...

30% Less Vehicle Downtime and Workshop Administration!

>

TruTch) |

Complete Compliance Control
Part of the Microlise group

TruFleet switches seamlessly
between tachograph
analysis, daily checks and
maintenance calendars.
We save all round and

| have a 360-degree view
of drivers and vehicles for
planning, compliance and
management. Like all
TruTac compliance control
software, it makes it hard
to put a foot wrong.

Shane Benton. Benton’s Haulage.

All for a lot Iess than you think! From £299

(Excludes Fitting, Labour and Vat E&QOE)

www.air-brake.com sales@air-brake.com 01785 714447 or direct 07802 755289

TruTac is ER-accredited

For peace of mind and complete compliance control of your fleet, call us today!
024 7669 0000 | info@trutac.co.uk | www.trutac.co.uk

&

ANGLIA COMPLIANCE TRAINING

d TRANSPORT

Checked

VEHICLE AND ASSET COMPLIANCE

%
MANAGER FLEET MAINTENANCE FIRST & PRE-USE DEFECT CHECKS OTHER FEATURES
SERVICES m TRAINING e Full PMI Templates DVSA, HSE, FORS, Border Force, * Assign checks to staff/vehicle types
e Service Sheets Fork Lift Truck, Plant & Machinery e Wildcard Search
Arelyolia new FORS A g « Bespoke PMI & Service LOLER, PUWER & ADR « Send group notification
O per.a.tor without a . pp r.O\./e Sheets for those who Fully customised templates * Send & queue messages
Qualified Transport Driver Training want that bit extra Data is realtime * Reporting Suite
Manager? . /;u’lé(y D V%‘: C[’jompliant You CANNOT manipulate data e ANPR or vehicle registration input
ccredite .
. e Automated Scheduli Full audit trail with user interaction * Depot hierarchy structure
Has your Transport CPC Training utomated scheauting recorded at each stage e 3rd Party Fleet Management
. ? . o M - .
Manager resigned: Provider Daily Reports Check time/date/location/movement validation ~ ° (Geo Location & Geo Fencing
e Weekly Reports e Push Documents (put your
DI Jal el i Classroom and * Cost Module for fleet NOW INCLUDES: Lateral Flow Test record handbook & other documents

change your licence
from a Restricted to a
Standard licence?

# www.angliacompliance.co.uk

online First Aid
Training

B4 info@angliacompliance.co.uk

[J 01245 847635

running costs

Digitise your current
3rd party reports &
file in the cloud

template to record & file your COVID19 test.

Great for keeping all in one place & you can
even schedule the tests through our system

on the app for users)
e COVID Focused Templates
» Risk Assessments via the app
e Lone Working

Contact us today for more information or to start
a free 30 day trial email: info@checkedsafe.com
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MULTILED Il

Compact version
Replaceable lens

ECOLED lI

Replaceable lens

Single part number for spares
Progressive indicator

www.aspoeck.com

Drug Testing

The Driiger Drugtest 5000 ks  hyaienic,
opsy 1o use, workploce drug testing

-analyser approved for Workplaces
and Law Enforcement.

Disigen Providing S ol yoik wolmiss TP IS NN I ons plese:

Contact Driger: Tel: 01670 352891 | marketing.uk@draeger.com | www.draeger.com

Driger. Technology for Life

Automate the collection of your driver and vehicle
data via our Remote download service

No payments upfront, single monthly
fee includes hardware and sim cost

1 Iﬂ

Download driver data daily and VU
weekly

Live remaining driving time available
to drivers via our free disc-check app*

5 min self install

[A o] D [

Instant download option available

*Compatible analysis software required, disc-check or
FORS Tacho Service

ENQUIRIES
01246 252 375 | sales@tdi.tc | www.tdi.tc
0000

Tacho Compatibility VDO 1.3a onwards or Stoneridge 7 onwards

Engineering excellence
and innovation since 1957.

gray-adams.com



e INTRODUCING THE

Our Goal is to Help You Achieve Yours! Supporting FORS Silver/Gold Standards

and DVS Requirements!
Whether you are a Direct or Indirect Customer,
We are a UK Distributor of branded - .
and unbranded MDVR devices. '
|

We offer the Technical Solutions for
your Business with In-depth Knowledge
of MDVR Operations and Installations!

Why Spend Time Trying to Configure MDVR
Devices when We can Install and Supply

Tailored CCTV Packages to Suit You! \ ’ | [ L - AVAL1B 12-30V - Five Function
All our Systems Act with

BleepingVersion
Dashcam Facility from 1 to 8 Cameras

which Instantly Uploads = o B Night silent as standard and

onto our Software! . . c c
We have the Facility to Integrate and override or |IghtS Only if requwed

Supply Proven Solutions that Work!
re-techuk co.uk

s e 0845 468 0812
info@re-techuk.co.uk

safe | smart | efficient | compliant

VEHICLE HIRE - Operating a fleet of circa. 560 modern AWARDS
B R OW N commercial vehicles of high specification, from five depots, Hi h a s
enabling us to offer a comprehensive Nationwide Service. g ' - y

European Head Office Amber Valley Developments LLP
12 Churchill Way ¢ Fleckney ¢ Leicestershire « England ¢ LE8 8UD

Tel: +44 (0)116 240 2968 * Fax: +44 (0)116 240 2941

) . . Product e year
T R U C K R‘ E N T ‘ﬂl I_ VEHICLE SALES - Offering commercial vehicles from our ex- Winner 2018
rental fleet or new build. We cater for all possible
www.ndbrown.co.uk combinations.

Supplying the Utility, Municipal, Highway Maintenance ~ SERVICE & REPAIR - Our in-house fully trained mobile service engineers cover all
and Environmental Service sectors with Specialist Self-  inspections & maintenance of our hire fleet nationally.
Drive Commercial Vehicle Hire for over 4 decades

MOBILE, STATIC & TOWABLE
HOTBOXES, ECON
ROADMENDERS
AND ASPHALT VOLUMETRICS

INSULATED DROPSIDE &
CAGED TIPPER VEHICLES

FIXED & DROPSIDE TIPPER
GRABS, PEU’s & CRANE VEHICLES
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SKIP / HOOK LOADER,
SWEEPER & GULLY EMPTIER
MUNICIPAL VEHICLES

THE NEW GOUPIL Gé6
100% ELECTRIC, ZERO EMISSIONS

A Carbon Assessed & Carbon Neutral

Email: enguiries@ndbrown.co.uk, Phone: 01902 791991, Web: www.ndbrown.co.uk
Depots In: West Midlands (Head Office) - Stirlingshire - Devon - Kent - Belfast

AdVANVLS d3A1IS SHO04

GOUPIL ELECTRIC LIGHT COMMERCIAL ROAD VEHICLES BRADS HAW

— s T
MI"" rline @ #\“‘Eﬁ: @ WWW.BRADSHAWEV.COM/GOUPIL-ROAD-VEHICLES it e vemicee




- \.’ 5 Channel DVR with SSD Drive

D1, AHD or FHD
FORS »-Side Camera W, | axe @NLM

FLEET OPERATOR

ID: A00186

“Front Camera._¢~ =
* Rear Camera gF 5 ¢

FORS SILVER Compliant Kits

LIVE 4G and WiFi.DVR safety systems available as stand alone systems or'as DVS upgrades.
Options include D1, AHD or. FHD FORS compliant kits with up to12 cameras.
Manual or LIVE Parksafe On Demand data retrieval options.

Visit PARKSAFEGROUP.COM or Call 01773 746 591 for more information!

For 2021, Vision UK is offering safety
equipment meeting the requirements of

DVS, FORS and CLOCS schemes, to provide v I : I (_) I

a higher level of driver assistance than is
required by the guidlines f

Blind Sport Vision System for Construction Logistic Operators
Vision and Recording System for Construction Logistic Operators
High Resolution WDR Cameras

Compliance systems (LDVS-70 SD or HD)

CLOCS-70 system (system updated for 2020 with HD cameras

Frodsham Business Centre, Frodsham, Cheshire WA6 7FZ
www.vision-uk.co.uk

FORS

FLEET OPERATOR
RECOGMITION SCHEME

ID:A0002 |

Brigade’s Sidescan®Predict is the next generation of side-detection
sensor system, designed for collision avoidance between vehicles,
objects and vulnerable road users.

Utilising ultrasonic technology, this intelligent system predicts if a collision is likely
to occur and alerts the driver by a visual and/or audible warning, depending on

the severity of the calculation.

Sidescan®Predict

¢ Differentiates between stationary and
moving objects

e Data such as vehicle speed, wheel
position and the speed and direction
of a VRU feeds an algorithm to
calculate the risk of a collision

e System in constant operation below
20mph/32kmh, with or without the
indicators activated

¢ Detection area extends up to 2.5m D
from side of vehicle

¢ Designed and developed by Brigade

01322 420300

brigade-electronics.com




Quartix

Venhicle fracking that
works for you

i

Bl 827 4200 7:40.: |

No auto-renewal | Free mobile app | 1st class customer service

Visit or call to schedule a free demo

'
Investor in \J

Customers
Gold 2019

excellence

ID:A00438



